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The following Decision is distributed for your information. This Decision has been made in consideration of the specific
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AGENCY DKT. NO. 5490382012 (MIDDLESEX COUNTY BD. OF SOC. SVCS.}

Petitioners ("D.G.") and ("B.S.") appeal from the Respondent Agency's termination of Emergency
Assistance ("EA”) benefits. The Agency terminated Petitioners’ EA benefits contending that they failed
to comply with their EA service plan {“SP") by violating shelter rules. Because Petitioners appealed,
the matter was transmitted fo the Office of Administrative Law for a hearing. On July 17, 2018,
the Honorable Joseph A. Ascione, Administrative Law Judge ("ALJ"), held a plenary hearing, took
testimony, and admitted documents. The record was held open to allow Petitioners the opportunity
to provide documentation regarding their son's medical condition. No such documentation was
forthcoming, and the record then closed on July 30, 2018. On August 13, 2018, the ALJ issued an
Initial Decision, affirming the Agency's determination.

No Exceptions to the Initial Decision were received.

As the Director of the Division of Family Development, Department of Human Services, | have reviewed
the ALJ's Initial Decision and the record, and | hereby ADOPT the ALJ’s Initial Decision, and AFFIRM
the Agency's determination.

EA benefits shall not be provided for a period of six months to adult recipients who are terminated from
an EA placement when the termination is the result of the recipient’s actions, without good cause, which
may include, but are not limited to, a violation of the shelter's health and safety policies. See N.J.A.C.
10:90-6.3(c)(5).

EA benefits recipients are required to develop and sign an EA SP with the Agency. See N.J.A.C.
10:90-6.6(a). Failure to comply with the requirements identified in the SP, without good cause, shall
result in termination of EA benefits and a six-month period of ineligibility for EA benefits. Ibid.

Here, D.G. acknowledged that he smoked and allowed unauthorized visitors in his mote! room, in
violation of the shelter rules and SP. See Initial Decision at 4-5; see also Exhibits R-K, R-l. The ALJ
found that D.G.'s admission prevented him from denying the charges against him, and by association,
B.S. See Initial Decision at 5. Moreover, the ALJ found that the Agency's claim of Petitioners smoking
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in their room was corroborated by the Agency's investigator when he visited Petitioners’ mote! room,
smelled smoke, and was informed by Petitioners’ son, an unauthorized visitor present in the room at
the time of the investigator's visit, that both D.G. and B.S. smoked in the room. Id. at 3, 5; see also
Exhibit R-l. Based on the foregoing, the ALJ concluded that Petitioners had violated the shelter rules
in violation of their SP. See Initial Decision at 6. Accordingly, the ALJ concluded that the Agency's
termination of Petitioners’ EA benefits was proper and must stand. Ibid.; see also Exhibit R-J, and
N.J.A.C. 10:90-6.3(c)(5), -6.6(a). | agree.

Additionally, because | agree with the ALJ's conclusions, | hereby impose upon Petitioners a six-
month period of ineligibility for EA benefits. See Initial Decision at 6; see also N.J.A.C. 10:90-6.3(c)(5),
-6.6(a). Further, because Petitioners have been receiving continued assistance pending the outcome

of this hearing, the six-month EA ineligibility penalty shall begin to run as of the date of the issuance
of this Final Agency Decision.

By way of comment, the Agency shall refer Petitioner to any and all agencies and organizations that
may be able to assist with their current needs, including Social Services for the Homeless.

Accordingly, the Initial Decision is hereby ADOPTED, and the Agency’s action is AFFIRMED.
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